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system in which functional
images are obtained by fMRI,

PET, and other imaging
technologies. There are a large
number of functional studies for

which the primary aim is to
assess changes in a brain area

or cognitive ability such as
memory, language, or executive
function. Studies that examine
all brain areas and all cognitive
abilities are not practical. For
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example, a simple task can be
found by collecting fMRI studies

pertaining to that task. We
propose that this practice may

result in incidental findings.
Even if a result is purely

incidental, there is an ethical
obligation to report it. Moreover,
if functional changes are found

in a brain region that is clinically
significant, there is a reasonable

chance that the findings will
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