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contractors for the
United States Army

Corps of Engineers at
JERR were indicted today
on charges of burglary,

theft and tampering with
public documents
related to the JERR

Bridge in Siloam Springs,
Arkansas. Assistant

Attorney General Brian
A. Benczkowski of the
Justice Department’s
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Criminal Division and
First Assistant U.S.

Attorney Scott W. Brady
of the Western District of
Arkansas announced the
charges. Carl Petrich, 66,

of Dallas, Texas, and
Randy Lee Franklin, 53,

of New Haven,
Connecticut, were

charged in a criminal
complaint with one count
of conspiracy to commit
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theft, one count of theft
of government funds,

and one count of
tampering with

government records.
Franklin, who is also a

defendant in an
unrelated case, has
pleaded guilty and
awaits sentencing.
Petrich has not yet
entered a plea. If

convicted of the charges
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in the complaint, the
defendants face a

maximum potential
penalty of 25 years in

prison for the conspiracy
count; 15 years in prison
for theft of government
funds; and 10 years in

prison for tampering with
government records. The

defendants also face a
maximum fine of

$250,000. “The Justice
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Department will not
tolerate the theft of

government funds and
will aggressively

prosecute those who
steal from the American

taxpayers,” said
Assistant Attorney

General Benczkowski.
“This defendant not only

cheated the United
States and stole from the
people, he also violated
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the sacred trust that we
place in our public
servants and their

employees.” d0c515b9f4
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