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documentary, based on a real report by a British Web site, purports to show a new energy source with the potential to
replace oil and gas. The film, “Oil, Gas and Silk,” is nearly five years old, having been uploaded to YouTube in January

2012. It relies on interviews with a bewildering number of “experts” who all feel the same way: fracking could help solve
our energy crisis. The actual figure is much lower. Researchers at the Centre for Research on Energy and Sustainability,

Newcastle University, wrote in an independent study in 2011 that “the majority of unconventional gas will be produced as
part of conventional well applications.” Last year, Forbes journalist Allan Rushton reported that a different study found that
in North America, “gas in shale plays represents just 15 percent of total shale gas production.” Perhaps the most blatant liar
is Robert Bryce, director of the Center for Energy Studies at the conservative American Enterprise Institute think tank. At

his blog, Bryce wrote about the “revolutionary” technology being imported from the Middle East into the U.S.: The
potential for unconventional gas in the U.S. has been greatly underestimated by government officials and by proponents of
unconventional gas. Saudi Arabia is producing more natural gas in 1 year than the U.S. has produced in its entire history.
That is a lie, too. The U.S. currently produces a total of 20 billion cubic feet of natural gas a day. From 2009 to 2013, the
U.S. produced approximately 63 billion cubic feet. On its website, oil and gas exploration company Sempra Energy writes

that shale gas production in the U.S. is increasing. But shale gas is not the primary focus of the company’s strategy. “We are
focused on deep-water oil and gas, clean coal, nuclear, electricity and natural gas production,” the statement says. So, while

it’s true that some energy sources could replace fossil fuels with equal or better environmental and financial benefits, the
film is misleading about the real potential of shale gas. And it’s not surprising that the same claim 3e33713323
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