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name, Russia isn't. US fighter jets were scrambled yesterday to escort a Russian fighter plane off from over the skies off Hawaii
- this is only the second time the US has ever been used to protect another country's jet. The Russians were taking part in US-led
military exercises in the area. This new military arrangement, negotiated during the Obama administration and announced
yesterday, comes after the US and Russia agreed to a ceasefire in the Syrian civil war. While there is no evidence that Russian
activity played a role in the airstrike on the Syrian regime weapons facility in Syria that was bombed earlier today, it certainly
makes more sense for the two countries to come to an agreement ahead of the US-Russian negotiations in Geneva in a few days.
The Syrian civil war has been raging for over two years now, and yet the ceasefire has held on its own almost without any
outside assistance. The new military agreement doesn't require any change in US policy, because the US will continue to treat
the ceasefire as an advantage to Russia, and not an opportunity to draw strength in a troubled relationship. When Obama talks
about the two nations working together to "contain" Iran (as in containing the gains it has made in Syria), the fact that the US
can coordinate with Russia and do not require it to take any action against it is a tremendous diplomatic advantage. Also, having
the US act as a defense partner for Russia sends a powerful message to both Russia and North Korea. They know that the US is
willing to back Russia when that is in their best interest, and not just when it is in the US's best interest. Yes, the US is
conducting military exercises with Russia. Yes, they are training to attack each other. And yes, the news that US warplanes are
escorting Russian jets off of Hawaii will send an interesting message to the Russian people that we are ready and willing to fight
a war against Russia. And of course, any Russian shot down over the ocean, or any Russian plane shot down, will be an
opportunity to remind the US to show up, and the Russian people won't be happy to see it. e24f408de9
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